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MILDMAY SUPPORTS 

‘UNITE FOR CHILDREN’ CAMPAIGN

REACTION TO RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT BY UNICEF/UNAIDS

Mildmay Mission Hospital, the Christian HIV/AIDS charity whose international work features paediatric care and training, has applauded the latest initiative by UNICEF in highlighting the plight of children with this disease.

The rallying call of the ‘Unite for Children, Unite for AIDS’ initiative contains core messages around paediatric treatment that have long been addressed by Mildmay in its life-changing work in sub-Saharan Africa.

In Uganda for instance, Mildmay reaches out to hundreds of children living with and orphaned by HIV/AIDS every day through dedicated care and support programmes, including access to antiretroviral therapy – the anti-HIV treatment programme that UNICEF is campaigning to scale up. Moreover, Mildmay’s in-country training programmes are building the capacity of local health professionals to fight the disease, too, and mobilise entire communities.

But to extend such programmes on a global scale to impact on the millions of children affected by HIV/AIDS demands investment well beyond the reach of individual agencies such as Mildmay.

‘I’m thrilled that UNAIDS has thrown its weight behind this initiative,’ said Dr Veronica Moss, Mildmay’s chief executive and chief medical officer. ‘Children living with AIDS are amongst the most vulnerable in the world. We must stop children being silent witnesses in the HIV/AIDS crisis and allow them to come centre stage. In a world run by adults, we owe it to them to speak up on their behalf and to be their ‘global guardians’. We need to push for increased access to the life-saving treatment and care they need. Mildmay’s work in Africa is inspirational in its own right, but we recognise the need to encourage others in the fight and to work in partnership wherever possible. Treatment for all would represent a massive commitment and funding investment.  We 
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simply have to keep pressuring the movers and the shakers of this world to take this on board so that sick children can get back their lives and have new hope for the future.’

-ENDS- 

For further information, or to interview Dr Veronica Moss or Ruth Sims (Mildmay Jajja’s Home Children’s Programmes director), please contact Claire Wheatcroft, head of communications, on (020) 7613 6339 or e-mail claire.wheatcroft@mildmay.org or Suzanne Evans at Suzanne Evans Communications on 020 8687 0173 or 07973 149104 e-mail suzanne@suzanne-evans.co.uk
NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Mildmay specialises in holistic HIV/AIDS care, education and service development. It is the UK’s leading provider of HIV/AIDS rehabilitation at its London centre (Mildmay Hospital) and also runs significant operations in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Zimbabwe, with further expansion in sub-Saharan Africa and Eastern Europe through in-country training.

2. Examples of Mildmay’s paediatric-focused HIV/AIDS care and training in resource-limited settings of sub-Saharan Africa:
UGANDA - The Mildmay Centre (based in Kampala)

· paediatric outpatient clinics: a centre providing holistic care for around 3,000 children with complex, distressing HIV/AIDS-related conditions

· antiretroviral therapy and ongoing support for around 800 children at the above centre

· Mildmay Noah’s Ark: crèche with support, food and activities for children awaiting their own or their carer’s outpatient appointment

· paediatric focus in training programmes for health professionals, government officials etc at its international study centre

· paediatric components in the centre’s mobile training teams programme, who operate in districts throughout Uganda
UGANDA – Mildmay Jajja’s Home Children’s Programmes (based in Kampala)

· urban day care: three age-related rehabilitation houses for 0-17s (100+ children/day)
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· adolescent support group 

· Mildmay Kiddukiro Hospital: intensive rehabilitation/terminal care hospital (14 beds)

· rural day care: programmes in eight districts of Uganda for 1,000+ orphans and vulnerable children living with/affected by HIV/AIDS, plus emergency medical clinics

· training in counselling and communicating skills with sick children and their carers (for paediatric doctors, senior nurses, other health professionals and community workers)

KENYA – Mildmay mobile training teams (Nyanza Province)

· two mobile training teams focusing on both paediatric and adult ARV therapy (joint initiative with World Vision)

· support for orphans and vulnerable children through our REACH community programmes

ZIMBABWE – Mildmay programmes in and around Harare 

· training for doctors and nurses in paediatric ARV therapy to support the government’s commitment to make ARVs available to children as well as adults

· community programme at a clinic and community centre in Kuwadzana for c100 HIV positive children

NB These programmes form part of a much larger Mildmay operation, also involving other countries

3. UNAIDS statistics

· Children under 15 account for one in six AIDS-related deaths and one in seven new infections

· A child under 15 dies of an AIDS-related illness every minute of every day

· A young person aged 15-24 contracts HIV every 15 seconds

· Every day, over 6,000 young people aged 15-24 are newly infected with HIV, there are almost 1800 new paediatric infections, and 1,400 children under 15 die of AIDS-related illness

· 15 million children have lost at least one parent to HIV/AIDS. By 2010, approximately 18 million children in sub-Saharan Africa alone will have lost at least one parent to AIDS

4. UNAIDS/UNICEF targets for ‘Unite for Children, Unite for AIDS’ campaign

· Provide paediatric treatment. By 2010, provide either antiretroviral treatment or cotrimoxazole, or both, to 80 per cent of children in need

· Prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV. By 2010, offer appropriate services to 80 per cent of women in need
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· Prevent infection among adolescents and young people. By 2010, reduce the percentage of young people living with HIV by 25 per cent globally

· Protect and support children affected by HIV/AIDS. By 2010, reach 80 per infection among adolescents and young people      
-ENDS-
