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For immediate use

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Time: Friday 14 October 2005, 2 pm for 2.30 pm

Place: Mildmay Mission Hospital, Hackney Road, London E2 7NA

Occasion: Visit of HRH Princess Alexandra to launch Mildmay’s 20th Anniversary

Planned photocalls and interviews by arrangement


 Royal Visit Marks Hospital’s 

20-Year Fight Against AIDS
A unique hospital that was once closed down by the NHS, but which refused to give up its mission to care, is now celebrating a remarkable 20-year chapter of achievement.

Mildmay Mission Hospital in London’s East End survived a three-year closure between 1982 and 1985 to ‘do the impossible’, persuading a government rethink and obtaining approval to reopen under independent status and as a newly formed Christian charity. Three years later Mildmay felt called to respond to the growing HIV/AIDS crisis and is now a major player on the worldwide stage, where it specialises in care, training and service development. 

A visit from HRH Princess Alexandra on Friday 14 October 2005 will launch Mildmay’s 20th Anniversary celebrations (outline with photocalls follows).
Dr Veronica Moss, Mildmay’s chief executive, says:

‘Our vision is of a world in which everyone with HIV can have life in all its fullness. The specialist teams at Mildmay ensure we are heading towards this vision by transforming the lives of many thousands of people around the world - not bad for 

more…/

a hospital forgotten and abandoned 20 years ago! It’s thanks to their dedication and resilience that the sick, the vulnerable and the frightened know Mildmay offers them a safe haven where they will be accepted, without being judged.’ 
After opening Europe’s first AIDS hospice in 1988, Mildmay’s groundbreaking work overseas followed swiftly - in response to escalating AIDS statistics and direct approaches for help. 

Mildmay currently operates significant programmes in the UK, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. Its international training impacts even more widely through sub-Saharan Africa and Eastern Europe.

ENDS

For further details and to arrange interviews, 

Please contact Claire Wheatcroft, head of communications at Mildmay, on (020) 7613 6339 or e-mail claire.wheatcroft@mildmay.org 

Or call Suzanne Evans at Suzanne Evans Communications on 07973 149104 or (020) 8687 0173 or e-mail suzanne@suzanne-evans.co.uk
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NOTES TO EDITORS

1. PROGRAMME OUTLINE FOR ROYAL VISIT  

It will be Princess Alexandra’s third visit to the East London-based headquarters of Mildmay. The programme will include:

· Arrival (at 2.30 pm) and presentations (PHOTO OPP)

· Song performed by Mildmay Hospital’s inclusive nursery (which has broken down barriers by extending its original ‘HIV in the family’ remit to now include any child) (PHOTO OPP)
· Presentation of flowers by one of the nursery children (PHOTO OPP)
· Invitation to view an exhibition of pictures and memorabilia charting Mildmay’s landmarks across the last two decades (NON-STAGED PHOTO OPP)
· A short private thanksgiving service with invited guests

· Visit to two of the wards (PHOTO OPP of the Princess with a patient)
· Presentations on Mildmay’s overseas development and on the exciting plans for a redevelopment of the UK site (see below)

· Signing of the Visitor Book on departure (PHOTO OPP)
2. 1985 REOPENING AFTER CLOSURE

Mildmay Hospital was forcibly closed down when part of the NHS in 1982 on the grounds that small district general hospitals were considered ‘uneconomic’. However, a three-year campaign - attracting substantial Christian, local and political support - saw Mildmay reopened as an independent hospital and Christian charity on 14 October 1985.

3. FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Mildmay relies on considerable charitable giving to keep its work alive. Growth over the last two decades has placed enormous demands on fundraising to top up the government-related funding it attracts. The charity needs to raise £900,000 in voluntary income this year in order to keep doors open and services running across its projects. 
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4. MILDMAY HOSPITAL UK SITE REDEVELOPMENT

Mildmay is now engaged in plans for a total redevelopment of its existing site. The decision was prompted by the need for a more flexible space in which to adapt to the changing HIV/AIDS scene and enable an enhanced level of services (which its old Victorian buildings simply could not deliver). The plans also promise improved efficiency as a result of reduced operating costs. 

Mildmay is now one of the key players in an ‘urban village’ concept that is set to bring about a massive regeneration of the local area. (Mildmay is situated in one of London’s most deprived boroughs, Tower Hamlets.)

In a highly creative scheme, Mildmay would emerge with a landmark new 34-bed rehabilitation centre and new charity offices (further details on request).
Subject to planning permission (application for the site went in during early October) and other regulations, preliminary scheduling would suggest the new Mildmay Centre opening in 2009, with completion of the whole urban village in 2011.

END OF NOTES TO EDITORS
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