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Lulu launches ‘The BIG Clearout’ Campaign

for Mildmay Hospital on World AIDS Day (1 December)
Superstar singer Lulu is launching The BIG Clearout – the first ever ‘no money’ charity fundraiser - on World AIDS Day, Thursday 1 December. 

An innovative partnership between the HIV/AIDS specialist Mildmay Mission Hospital and online auctioneers eBay, The BIG Clearout is set to feature the sale of everyone’s unwanted items - including ones of unique interest and value owned by top celebrities. The initiative hopes to raise at least £1 million for the hospital’s specialist HIV/AIDS work. 

The idea is simple: clear out your unwanted goods and sell, sell, sell for Mildmay on eBay’s online charity shop. In an unusual twist, designed to encourage more participants, sellers can even keep up to 80% of the proceeds. But Mildmay hopes that most will donate at least half or even the full amount to charity (enabling them to receive free entries into a prize draw). Or, of course, they can buy, buy, buy the items that others are donating to the charity. Go to www.thebigclearout.org
One of the star celebrity lots on offer is an exclusive watch designed by Jeff Banks to celebrate the successful UK Olympic bid, as presented ONLY to members of the team such as David Beckham and Dame Kelly Holmes. Among the celebrity items include ‘trademark’ suits from Julian Clary and Jonathan Ross, plus items from the cast of EastEnders and The Bill, Ant and Dec and many more. 

Contributor Dame Judi Dench, a patron of Mildmay, says: 

“What a brilliant idea! I'm thrilled to lend my support to Mildmay's charity
auction and am looking forward to having a bit of a clearout myself! Act
now - please search out something to sell. In so doing you'll be buying real
hope for people caught up in the HIV/AIDS crisis.'

Money raised by The BIG Clearout will go to Mildmay’s groundbreaking HIV/AIDS care, treatment and education for men, women and children in the UK and in sub-Saharan Africa (including programmes in Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania).
 .
-ENDS- 

A photocall with Lulu and BIG Clearout sale items takes place at the Mildmay Mission Hospital, Hackney Road, London E2 on Thursday 1 December at 12 noon. Interviews with Lulu may be possible – please enquire.

To confirm attendance, please call Claire Wheatcroft, head of communications at Mildmay on (020) 7613 6339 claire.wheatcroft@mildmay.org or Suzanne Evans at Suzanne Evans Communications on (020) 8687 0173 or 07973 149104 suzanne@suzanne-evans.co.uk 

The BIG Clearout Logo is attached.
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