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New Website Launched to Support Former 
Jehovah’s Witnesses

Rachel Underhill was once so committed a Jehovah’s Witness she refused a life-saving blood transfusion for both herself and her twin babies when their birth didn’t go according to plan (born ten weeks premature, the twins had a very low white blood cell count and she had an emergency caesarean). However, Rachel is now dedicating herself to helping former members of the religion, having left the faith three years ago, after almost 30 years as a believer.  
 
Not that she left easily. Having spent most of her life as a Jehovah’s Witness; being (albeit unhappily) married to a fellow member and with then still practising parents; it was a difficult step to take - and the Jehovah’s Witnesses were not going to let her go in a hurry. Rachel only finally managed to escape the many abuses she was experiencing and witnessing first-hand as a Jehovah’s Witness member when she became desperate enough to fake having an affair, in this way both forcing the religion to ‘disfellowship’ or drive her out and her husband to accept their marriage was over. 
 
Now, Rachel has launched www.exJW-Reunited.co.uk, the UK’s first online resource offering support to others going through similar traumas to those she experienced. The website enables former and current Jehovah’s Witnesses to access a forum where they can share the many experiences and issues that arise when they think about leaving or actually leave the religion, offer each other mutual online support and contact old friends. 
 
“When I left the Jehovah’s Witnesses, I found it really difficult to adjust and couldn’t find help anywhere,” Rachel explains. “Those early days were so difficult and I've always felt that if I could have talked to someone, or emailed someone who was going through the same thing, it would have helped me so much. That’s why I decided to start this website, to help people who have either experienced or who are experiencing the same things I went though when I left the religion.”
 
 “At exJW-reunited, people can chat to each other, offer suggestions and encouragement and get back in touch with old JW friends. I am sure there are many who, like me, lost contact with others who left; now realise what they must have gone through and wonder how they are.” 
 
Visitors to the website can also read Rachel’s own dramatic, personal story of life in the Jehovah’s Witnesses and how she managed to pick up the pieces after leaving the religion.
 
About the Jehovah’s Witnesses: 
 
In the 2001 UK census, 70,651 people in England and Wales identified themselves as Jehovah’s Witnesses.  Perhaps best known for knocking on doors seeking converts, their beliefs differ from those of mainstream Christian most notably because they do not accept Jesus is God, believing instead that while he is first of God’s creations and God’s son, he is not God Himself. They also believe mainstream Protestant and Catholic groups are under the supervision and control of the devil. 
 
Famous Jehovah’s Witnesses include tennis stars Serena and Venus Williams; rock musician Prince (who converted in 2001) and Hank Marvin, lead guitar for The Shadows. Famous ex-JWs include musicians Van Morrison, Geri Halliwell, Peter Andre and Michael and Latoya Jackson; supermodel Naomi Campbell and novelist Mickey Spillane. 
 
WEBLINK: 
www.exjw-reunited.co.uk
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