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Church Feeds Wimbledon Tennis Thousands
2006 is the 30th anniversary year of the St Mary’s Picnic Stall, from where parishioners of St Mary’s Church in Wimbledon village feed the five thousand plus tennis fans who descend on the town during Tennis Fortnight.  Since 1976 the Picnic Stall has sold homemade sandwiches, cakes, hot dogs, bacon butties and hot and cold drinks to the queue of people snaking up the hill from the All England Club and around the church, each year making huge amounts of money for local, national and international charities.   

This year, the picnic stall raised almost £6,000, after visitors munched their way through 11 kilos of smoked salmon, 300 eggs, 580 sausages, 288 muffins, 50 kilos of bananas, 600 slices of ham, 128 pints of milk and 2,500 teaspoons of sugar. Funds raised will be divided between St Mary’s Church, Merton Crossroads (a local caring for carers service), The Samaritans and Joybells (an orphanage and school foundation in India). 

Organiser Christine Douse says: - 

“Once again, this year’s picnic stall was a fabulous community event as well as a great fundraiser - around 100 people were involved in some way. It’s also good to be able to use more and more fair-trade products each year as they become more available.”

 -ENDS-
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