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JustShare: “City of London Support Crucial to 
Abolition of Modern-day Slavery” 
JustShare, the coalition of City of London churches and development agencies working to highlight issues around global economic justice, is to use the anniversary of the day the Act abolishing the slave trade came into force to highlight the trade’s historical legacy and call on financial institutions in the City of London to use their considerable powers to assist in the abolition of modern-day slavery. 
The finances of the City of London were undoubtedly enriched through the slave trade, yet the City was also instrumental in advancing the 18th & 19th century abolition movements. On May Day 2007, outside the Royal Exchange in the heart of the City of London, JustShare will urge the City and its institutions to exercise their power today, and thereby play a key role in ending contemporary forms of slavery in the current global market. 

Joining JustShare in this call to action will be Clare Short MP and the Revd Joel Edwards of the Evangelical Alliance, who, at 1pm, will give addresses highlighting the effects of slavery on society. Clare Short MP, the former Secretary of State for International Development says 
“Across the world there are millions involved in child and bonded labour and who refuse the right of workers to organise. This is the modern day slavery. As investment globalises, there is a duty on all players to clean up their supply chains. The power and reach of the City of London could help eliminate the worst forms of child and bonded labour"

At 2pm, Clare Short and Joel Edwards will be joined by the director of Antislavery International, Aiden McQuade, for a panel discussion on modern-day slavery at St Mary-le-Bow church. 
Other JustShare events at the Royal Exchange on May Day begin at 12 noon.

Composer and singer Paul Field, who has penned hits for Cliff Richard, Tammy Wynette and Elkie Brookes, among others, will perform extracts from his street theatre production, Cargo, a celebration of the work of slave trade abolitionists in words, dance and music. An open air steel band from the John Keble Primary School will also be performing and there will be a dramatised reading of Kate Glover’s An African’s Blood from 7pm at St Mary-le-Bow church. 
For more information on the May Day event please visit www.justshare.org.uk
JustShare is a coalition of churches and development agencies which seeks to address the widening gap between rich and poor in the global economy. JustShare encourages dialogue with banks and financial institutions in the City of London in order to achieve positive change. It holds regular debates, training seminars and other events to promote justice for the poorest in the world and a just share of the world’s resources for all. 
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Note to editors: - Journalists are invited to attend this event. For further details please contact Hannah Housman at JustShare on 07970 695781 or email JustShare@stmarylebow.org.uk or Suzanne Evans at Aquarius PR on 07973 149104 or 0208 687 0173, email suzanne@aquariuspr.co.uk
