10th September 2007
STATEMENT ON ‘FAITH IN THE SYSTEM’
FROM THE HINDU COUNCIL UK
The Department for Children, Schools and Families has this morning unveiled it's 'Faith in the System' vision for faith schools in the UK. The Hindu Council UK (HCUK) has been consulted throughout the process and welcomes the document as it highlights the important role faith schools play in fostering understanding between religions. It also outlines the duty of all schools to encourage pupils to respect their own and other faiths and beliefs in ways that promote tolerance and harmony, important issues raised by HCUK throughout the consultation process.    
 

However, Anil Bhanot, General Secretary of the HCUK says: "We believe schools with a multi-faith ethos would be a more balanced and cohesive way of teaching children about faith. While we endorse this document, we remain committed to our belief that the best future for our children, their education, and our ability to live together in harmony in this country lies with multi-faith rather than single faith schools."
 

Jay Lakhani, HCUK's Director for Education, adds: "Pluralism in faith education for our children is the only long term solution to the prejudices that plague Britain and the 
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wider world at large. Unless all faiths are taught from the perspective that spirituality is not the monopoly of any one religion and that makind can progress spiritually in many different (even non-religious) ways, schools run the risk of creating a polarising rather than a uniting effect in our society."

-ENDS- 

The Hindu Council UK is Britain’s largest national network of Hindu temple bodies and cultural organisations co-ordinating all different schools of Hindu theology within the UK. Web: www.hinducounciluk.org. 
For further information or to arrange interviews with the HCUK on this issue, please contact Suzanne Evans at Aquarius PR on 020 8687 0173 or 07973 149104. Email suzanne@aquariuspr.co.uk
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