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Hindu Council UK joins World Religious Leaders 

to Challenge G8 Summit on Poverty
Anil Bhanot from the Hindu Council UK has joined other religious leaders from the Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu and Shinto faith traditions to deliver a joint statement to the G8 summit calling on Heads of State to take collective responsibility in alleviating global poverty. Representing all G8 countries, Mr Bhanot and other the religious leaders met in Cologne yesterday, on the eve of the G8 summit, to agree the statement which tells G8 leaders that “the degree of extreme poverty in our world is a scandal” that must be addressed. 

The religious leaders’ ‘Just Participation’ statement, while acknowledging that world religions still have to develop a broader cooperation for the welfare of all, nevertheless sends a strong message that G8 leaders must too “create structures of participation and empowerment that provide for people to make choices for the well-being and the well-being of others.” 
Anil Bhanot said: “We all have a collective responsibility to keep our collective karma – the natural law of cause and effect – in balance. We have created a vast disparity between rich and poor which according to Hinduism will come back to haunt us. We must take a more responsible attitude to the resources of mother earth and use them in a more balanced way for the sake of all humankind. We live in a global village and have a global market; what we lack is the compassion to live as a global family.”
In their statement, the religious leaders singled out for criticism the “slow and uneven progress” made towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals agreed by G8 countries in 2000 and for which 2007 marks the halfway point, arguing that market forces have taken priority over that commitment to taking collective responsibility in upholding principles of human dignity, justice and equality under the current G8 Presidency: - 

“The G8 still appears to pursue an economic model that prioritises economic growth regardless of its social and economic impact” and has “failed to develop binding frameworks for monitoring the social and ecological accountability of private corporations.”   
The religious leaders have also drawn attention to Africa’s continuing weak position in international institutions such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund and the failure of G8 countries to deliver consistently on promises made to increase aid and cancel debts owed by the world’s poorest countries. As for Trade, the Cologne Religious Leaders Summit agreed that “rich countries are still not willing to adopt policies which are good for small-scale agriculture in the global south, which then suffers heavily under unfair competition against highly-subsidised agriculture in the northern countries.” 

Climate Change issues are also tackled in the statement, with religious leaders’ calling on richer nations to ensure international climate agreements had at their heart “development-friendly mechanisms by which the developed countries fund clean development activities in less developed countries,” in order to prevent poorer and developing nations from suffering as a result of any commitments they made to restricting CO2 emissions. 

The statement ends with a call for “concrete, discernable, life-giving and life-sustaining progresses in the lives of our sisters and brothers and our planet” and a commitment to meet again in Japan in 2008. 
The Cologne Religious Leaders Summit was convened by the Evangelical Church in Germany, a federation of 23 Protestant Church Groups. Other UK contributors to the statement included Dr Charles Reed, International Policy Advisor to The Church of England and Dr Hany El Banna, President of Islamic Relief. Also present was Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Metropolitan Kirill, Chair of the Russian Orthodox Church’s Department for External Church Relations. 
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The Hindu Council UK is the largest national network of Hindu temple bodies and cultural organisations co-ordinating all different schools of Hindu theology within the UK.  See www.hinducounciluk.org 
For further information please contact Suzanne Evans at Aquarius PR on 020 8687 0173 or mobile 07973 149104. Email suzanne@aquariuspr.co.uk 
