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Hindu Council UK: Shambo Reprieve 
is ‘Common Sense’ 

The Hindu Council UK has welcomed the decision made in the Cardiff High Court to grant a reprieve to Shambo, the sacred bullock at the Skanda Vale temple that tested positive for bovine TB, saying it is ‘common sense.’ 

“Unlike a bull in an open field, Shambo is within the care of the temple sanctuary and being looked after in isolation,” said HCUK’s general secretary Anil Bhanot, on hearing the news.  “Some large temples take animals into their care as a sign of respect for all life, to set an example as to how we should look after all life, lest we forget all God's creatures have an Atma, a soul, and are not created for human pleasure.”  

Mr Bhanot said the temple monks cannot allow any animal in their care to be killed unless it can be proven that animal poses a danger to other lives. “If and when it is shown Shambo does pose such a danger,” he said, “then on the same religious grounds Lord Krishna's teachings are very clear: we should not cling to life, but let go for whatever is the greater good, as the very essence of life itself, the  Atma, can never die and lives on."
Mr Bhanot said the Judge was right to insist the Welsh Assembly looked again at the case and ask whether killing Shambo because of public health fears outweighs the rights of the Hindu monks. He praised the Judge for his understanding of the religious sentiments of the monks, saying: “I believe this decision - applicable to only such very special cases – is a common sense decision, and that, surely is what our secular laws aspire to deliver.”  

The Hindu Council UK is the largest national network of Hindu temple bodies and cultural organisations co-ordinating all different schools of Hindu theology within the UK.  See www.hinducounciluk.org 
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