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UK Indians to Celebrate 150 Years Since 
First Call for Home Rule 
150 years ago, on the eve of the festival of Baisakhi, 12th April 1857, Satguru Ram Singh (believed by Namdhari or Kuka Sikhs to be the 12th Sikh Guru) first hoisted the white, triangular flag of the Kuka or Indian Independence Movement at Sri Bhaini Sahib, in the Indian Punjab. This single act of defiance, combined with the first ever recorded use of the political tool of the boycott, heralded the beginning of a 90-year movement of non-violent civil disobedience that ended with the British Raj leaving India in 1947.  
In the religious wilderness of the mid-nineteenth century, Satguru Ram Singh gathered over one million followers, all of whom shared his passionate belief in the political freedom of India.  His call for an unprecedented boycott of British made goods and services and for social, economic and political freedom were balanced by his commitment to Sikh principles of truth, consciousness and purity of contemplation by not harming anyone by thought, word or deed. His was a radical new vision of non-violent civil disobedience that subsequently inspired other great leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela. 

The 150th anniversary of Satguru Ram Singh’s call for home rule will be commemorated by members of the UK Indian community on Monday 23rd July at the House of Lords, an event hosted by Lord King of West Bromwich and supported by The Hindu Council UK in association with the Hindu Culture and Heritage Society UK and the Ramgarhia-Sikh Heritage Trust.
Speaking ahead of the event, Anil Bhanot, General Secretary of the Hindu Council UK said: 

“Lord Krishna says in the Gita, ‘whatever a great person does it is followed by others; people go by the example he sets.’ We must never forget those who fought for righteousness, including Satguru Ram Singh. It was when the Indian way of life was threatened by a foreign ideology that he carved out a plan of action based on non-violence to protect Dharma, the righteous way of life. It took many great men and women to carry that plan to its conclusion, not least the great soul Mahatma Gandhi.”
Event organiser Amarjeet-singh Bhamra says: - 
“This anniversary provides us all with an opportunity to learn from Satguru Ram Singh’s unrelenting mission which led to social deliverance, economic uplift, political emancipation and religious salvation.”
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