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Following recent media coverage of a plans by the Anglo-Asian Friendship Society to challenge current laws banning open air funeral pyres, the Hindu Council UK (HCUK) wishes to make the following statement (which may be attributed to Anil Bhanot, the General Secretary): - 

“The HCUK has never supported the introduction of open air pyres, believing them to be cultural, rather than a religious phenomenon and unsuited to the British climate.  However, in the light of recent public attention on the matter, the HCUK Executive has over the last few days consulted widely with members on the issue of open air funeral pyres. It is now clear that, while our members understand and sympathise with the concerns of the Anglo-Asian Friendship Society, the consensus of opinion is that there is no theological requirement for open air funeral pyres in the UK and that the majority of British Hindus do not wish to see them introduced here.” 
“However, as a result of our enquires, it has also become clear that many within the 550,000 strong UK Hindu community feel facilities at British crematoria do not fully meet their needs and we have begun the process of commissioning a report on this matter. The report will explore precisely what dissatisfaction the UK Hindu community feels, address the theological and practical issues raised and suggest ways in which crematoria might better assist in enabling families of the deceased to more easily perform the last death rites in accordance with the Vedas. We hope our forthcoming report might help find a solution of benefit to the majority of UK Hindus and satisfy the needs of the minority who currently feel the only answer to the problems they see is to allow outdoor pyres.”     

-ENDS- 

The Hindu Council UK is Britain’s largest national network of Hindu temple bodies and cultural organisations co-ordinating all different schools of Hindu theology within the UK. Web: www.hinducounciluk.org. 
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