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Ancient Lammas Games Revived in 21st Century Oxfordshire 

Traditional harvest sports such as wife-carrying, spear throwing and giant cheese rolling will return to Oxfordshire this summer at The Lammas Games, on Saturday 5th August, at Braziers Park, near Wallingford. Hosted by The Druid Network, these games originally formed part of ancient celebrations for the season of Lammas, when fairs, tournaments and rituals were held in honour of the first harvest. 
There will also be a five-a-side football tournament;  a competitive Eisteddfod to win the coveted Spear of Lugh; an Aunt Sally (a traditional Oxfordshire game where batons are thrown at a wooden doll); archery, craft and Stav martial art displays; a vegetarian café; a real ale called ‘Druids Fluid’ and various stalls. On display will be ‘Homage to the Goddess’, a 12 foot high artwork by artist Susan Goundrey-Kruse exploring links between the Pagan Goddess and the Christian Saint Bridget. A Druid Lammas rite will be held in the early evening. 
The spear throwing competition will use an effigy of Ronald MacDonald as a target. It will be burnt at the end of the competition. This is to make a spiritual and environmental point that Lammas is about working in harmony with nature and with other people, rather than acting in ways that could be exploitative. Cathi Davies, one of the organisers says: - 

“I'm doing a talk on ‘Trade Not Aid,’ which is about how harvest celebrations offer our communities a chance to consider how we honour our relationship with those who 
/…more follows
provide us with what we need. True and fair exchange enriches our lives and allows us to celebrate the abundance we enjoy.”

Money raised at The Lammas Games will be divided between three local, national and international charities - Flexicare (a local Oxfordshire charity providing sitting-in, care at home and transport for families with special needs children), The Dr Hadwen Trust (a registered charity dedicated to finding alternatives to the use of animal experiments) and Tree Aid (a forestry-focussed charity providing funding and training to communities in Africa). 
Entrance to the Lammas Games costs £10 (£7.50 concessions) for adults and £5 for children aged 6-12. Children under 5 are free. It costs £5 to enter the eisteddfod and £10 to enter a 5-a-side football team. Camping is available on Saturday night at a cost of £6. 

For further details on games, performances and ‘Homage to the Goddess’, visit www.lammasgames.org.uk
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